[Intestinal microbiota, obesity and insulin resistance].
The increasing prevalence of obesity and diabetes represents one of the major public health problem in developed countries, leading to intensive research on the causes and intervention possibilities. Over the last years, intestinal flora became a first-line topic in this research: the development of techniques in molecular biology allowed a more specific approach and the elaboration of a genetic library of the intestinal microbiota. This article summarises acquired knowledge and hypothesis related to the potential role of intestinal microbiota in the development of obesity and insulin resistance.